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consent to be a fool, no instructed person would be an
ignoramus, no person of feeling and conscience would be
selfish and base, even though they should be persuaded
that the fool, the dunce, or the rascal is better satisfied with
his lot than they are with theirs. They would not resign
what they possess more than he, for the most complete satis-
faction of all the desires which they have in common with
him V * From this verdict of the only competent judges,' he
adds, el apprehend there can be no appeal2.' 'According
to the greatest happiness principle, as thus explained, the
ultimate end, with reference to and for the sake of which all
other things are desirable (whether we are considering our
own good or that of other people) is an existence exempt as
far as possible from pain, and as rich as possible in enjoy-
ment, both in point of quantity and quality: the test of
quality, and the rule for measuring it against quantity, being
the preference felt by those who, in their opportunities of
experience, to which must be added their habits of self-
consciousness and self-observation, are best furnished with
the means of comparison V

Since Mill brought the hedonist doctrine into this more
refined form, it has undergone one further change, which,
without any alteration of base, has introduced a different
mode of stating and proportioning its deductions. In the
school of Hobbes, the individual was taken as the funda-
mental unit, which society only multiplied, and whose
essence determined the nature of the whole. With the
growing belief in Sociological laws, the exigencies of the
kind pushed the individual into the background, and became
the ruling principle in shaping the habits and even the
nature of all particular beings. In Ethics the result was,
that the rules of conduct which worked themselves out in
the struggle for race-existence had for their end the self-
preservation of the kind, rather than the pleasure of the agent or
his contemporaries. And her^ce, in the newest school, we

1 Utilitarianism, II. pp. 12, 13                     a Ibid. II. p. 15.

3 Ibid. II. p. 17.